SMi 4th Annual Conference on Neurodegenerative Disorders: a focus on Alzheimer's and Parkinson's disease.
This was a small (approximately 50 people) focused meeting on neurodegenerative disorders, with most of the speakers being from biotechnology or major pharmaceutical companies. The meeting covered a range of topics including introductions to Alzheimer's disease and Parkinson's disease, examples of targeting particular receptors/pathways, animal models and preclinical studies, clinical trial design and the use of biomarkers and imaging modalities. The major focus in the Alzheimer's disease area was finding symptomatic treatments that are superior to acetylcholinesterase inhibitors and the extensive efforts that are ongoing to develop disease-modifying therapies. In terms of Parkinson's disease there are now several reports examining the effects of dopamine agonists versus 3,4-dihydroxyphenylalanine on disease progression, and ongoing work with growth factors (e.g., glial cell line-derived neurotrophic factor) and mixed lineage/c-Jun N-terminal kinase inhibitors, such as CEP-1347. Small molecules that enhance endogenous signalling and repair pathways were also discussed.